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Space innovators

hen space is at a premium, being able to use it to the
Wmaximum is a virtue. That's just one of the reasons why
the VW Polo is the winner for the second year running in this
competitive category.

This class is not just about little boxes on wheels: the
range of styling includes the subtly rounded Citroén, the
four-square, solid-looking Colt and the much more appealing
new version of the Mazda2. They all bear witness to the sheer
variety on offer at the economical end of the market.

Nor is it about bog-standard, basic automobiles: the judges
were impressed in many cases by the range of equipment on
offer and by the level of sophistication presented by some of
the leading candidates.

In the last analysis, though, it seems sheer practicality
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Well above average 10 Critical (C) 1.00 . . . .
Above average 8 High (H) 0.80 is the key to this class, and this is another area where Yaris,
Average 6 Medium (V) 0.40 Mazda2 and, most of all, Polo all laid class-leading foundations.
Below average 4 Low (L) 0.20

Well below average 2

Comparative
table

Pricing

Cost of depreciation ($)
Running & repair costs
Fuel consumption
Warranty

Standard features
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> Safety 5 BV 7 6 7 5) 6 7 5 5 77 4 88 3 3 7
=) Security 8 I ) 5 5 6 2 8 6 5 66 5 44 4 4 5
S Environment 7 U 7 7 7 7 7 10 7 7 107 7 78 7 7 9
| Comfort 7 U 5 5 6 4 7 ) 7 5 HSBH 5 WAl 5 3 2
=4 Space 6 | 5 7 6 6 8 5 7 7 B558 6 N5BN 4 6 1
g Practicality 8 | & 8 4 7 7 7 6 6 8 88 9 77 3 7 4
Ergonomics 9 B3 7 6 7 5 9 4 7 6 44 5 55 5 5 3

Build and finish quality 8 | & 7 6 7 6 9 5 6 6 44 6 66 4 4 6
2 Performance ' 8 6 7 6 6 5 6 7 6 43 7 76 3 5 1
=) Ride 8 | 5 6 7 6 6 8 6 6 55 6 77 6 5 2
LS Handling 8 | Y 6 6 7 5 7 7 10 5 el S5 Wam 7 4 3
; Braking 7 7 6 6 6 7 7 5 6 66 6 771 6 4 5
S| smoothness & quietness |51 8 6 5 6 5 5 5 6 5 53 6 56 3 2 1

OVERALL AVERAGE 677 654 632 628 619 618 609 607 605 583 582 574 570 539 507 486
611 551 563
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